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Moonscape In Winter
 
Sure it’s cold out there. But you think they have scenes like this in Florida? Of course not. The foreground, incidentally, is the 
lot just west of Norfolk Town Hall where a Walgreens pharmacy is supposed to be built. The town’s Planning Board closed the 
public hearing for the project December 20, and is expected to approve it with conditions later this month. That would allow 
construction to begin in spring, when the ground doesn’t look like this. The background is the sun. We should see it again in 
about two or three months.
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Rescuers
Save Woman

Who Fell
Through Ice

 

47-Year-Old Woman 
Clung To Ice in Bush Pond 

Trying To Rescue Two Dogs
 

 
 
By Matt McDonald
 

Rescuers saved a Norfolk woman who 
fell through the ice on Bush Pond last 
weekend while trying to save her two dogs 
who had fallen in, local authorities said.

Susan D’Annunzio, 47, and her hus-
band were walking their two small dogs 
off-leash Saturday afternoon when the 
dogs dashed out onto the ice after some 
geese and fell into the frigid water.

Her husband, Alan D’Annunzio, 
rushed back to their home on nearby 
Cranberry Meadow Lane and called 9-1-1 
at 3:25 p.m., Bushnell said.

Meanwhile, Susan D’Annunzio went 
out onto the ice to try to rescue the dogs, 
and fell in herself.

“The water was open all around her. 
She was in the water holding onto the ice, 
clinging,” said Norfolk Police Detective 
Nate Fletcher, who was one of the first 
rescuers to arrive at the scene.

The incident occurred on a trail that 
goes around the portion of Bush Pond 
north of Lawrence Street, not far from the 
former Buckley & Mann mill site.

Fletcher pulled in at the beginning of 
the trail near Lawrence Street just after 
Deputy Fire Chief Stephen Wood, whose 
vehicle was carrying a coldwater survival 

See Rescue, Page 12

The Latest on 
The Secret 
Snowman

 
Boomerang Taps Anonymous Source
 

Trail Warms 
Before Going Cold Again

 
See Inside

Nurse for 
2-Year-Old 

Norfolk Boy 
To Run 

Boston Marathon for 
Children’s Hospital

 
 By Matt McDonald
 

Jonathan Love has 
been in many tough situ-
ations since he first ap-
peared a little more than 
two years ago, but you 
wouldn’t know that just to 
look at him.

 “He’s the happiest 
child in the world. He’s 
got a great personal-
ity. From what he’s been 
through, he’s very resil-
ient. We’re just blessed 
by his personality and his 

In the Name of Love

smile,” said his mother, Lauren Love, in an interview this week 
at her home on Lafayette Lane in Norfolk.

 That despite more trips to Children’s Hospital in Boston 
than she can remember — likely more than 50 since Jonathan 
was born with several life-threatening disabilities in October 
2005.

 His nurse Wendy Scharen has been on many of those trips, 
helping to keep Jonathan’s windpipe clear during the journey, 
which can take an hour 15 minutes or more.

 Nowadays she’s often up before dawn, training to run the 

Boston Marathon this 
spring to help raise mon-
ey for the hospital Jon-
athan’s mother credits 
with saving his life many 
times.

 Jonathan’s parents, 
Martin and Lauren Love, 
are also asking people to 
come to Pizzeria Uno in 
Wrentham on Thursday, 
January 10 with a coupon 
referring to Jonathan, as 
the restaurant has pledged 
to give to Children’s Hos-
pital Boston a portion 
of the proceeds that day 
coming from customers 
who present it. (See in-
side.)

 Scharen, a registered 
nurse who specializes in 
pediatrics, started taking 
care of Jonathan in Au-

gust 2006. She spends three 10-hour shifts each week at the 
Love home in the Pondville section of Norfolk.

 “Jonathan’s kind of an inspiration to me. I run away from 
my four teen-agers and come here and have a great day with 
Jonathan,” Scharen said.

 A visitor would immediately notice Jonathan’s enlarged 
forehead and the tube in his throat to help him breathe. But he 
seems happy; neither his smiles nor his eager grip on a 

Jonathan Love, with his mother Lauren Love, right, and his 
nurse Wendy Scharen.
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See Briefs, Page 3

Norfolk Community League 
Announces Date for 

Norfolk Casino Night Gala
Contributed to The Norfolk Boomerang

Please save the date for the Town of Norfolk Casino Night Gala 
presented by the Norfolk Community League on Saturday, September 
11, 2010, at the Four Points Sheraton in Norwood.  

Dinner - Dancing - Silent & Live Auctions – Vegas-style gaming!  
This community-wide event is NCL’s largest fund-raiser to benefit the 
Town.  Everyone’s invited!  

For more information or for sponsorship opportunities, please visit 
www.norfolkcommunityleague.org or contact Sarah Logie at selogie@
gmail.com or 508-528-4220.  Hope to see you there!

Bridge Grant 
Still Alive

The bridge to nowhere could be going some-
where if state officials approve the first part of a 
grant this fall.

The town’s public works director, Remo “Butch” 
Vito, told selectmen last week that state officials 
may allow the town to divide into two parts a pro-
posed bridge over the railroad tracks extending 
Boardman Street into the commuter rail parking 
lot.

In 2009 town officials had a cost estimate of 
$3.15 million to build the bridge a related road-
way.

The idea is to siphon off commuters from Frank-
lin who park in Norfolk and take the commuter rail 
before they ever reach the town center.Supporters 
say the bridge could lessen traffic in the town cen-
ter and therefore spur commercial development of 
that area.

The cost is more than what the state allows 
for Public Works Economic Development grants 
(known as PWED), but Vito told selectmen last 
week that state officials may allow Norfolk a grant 
to build the road in one year and a second grant to 
build the bridge the year after that.

Town officials can use mitigation funds contrib-
uted by a developer for the town’s portion of the 
project, Vito said. The mitigation funds can only be 
used for projects in Norfolk Center.

Vito said the town can build extra parking spaces 
for the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Author-
ity commuter rail parking lot, since the road from 
the bridge would take some existing commuter rail 
parking spaces away. The town can also rezone 
some nearby properties as commercial in hopes of 
spurring commercial development, Vito told the 
selectmen during the working-session board meet-
ing Tuesday, July 13.

Selectman Rob Garrity, who has been skeptical 
of the bridge project, wondered whether the devel-
oper’s mitigation funds could be used elsewhere.

“Is there any other use for this mitigation mon-
ey?” Garrity asked. “So we can’t use it outside that 
district. Is there anything else in that district that 
this would be better spent for?”

Vito, who has been pushing for the bridge for 
several years, sees it as an important piece in trying 
to increase economic development in Norfolk.

Town Administrator Jack Hathaway asked how 
much the town might have to pay for the second 
portion of the project, meaning the bridge. Vito 
said perhaps $200,000 to $300,000.

Vito said he should find out if the state approves 
the road portion of the project this coming Septem-
ber.

“There is a risk, though. We could build the first 
phase and not get the PWED the second phase,” 
Hathaway said.

That would presumably leave the town with a 
road to nowhere.

Vito said he hopes the town applies for the 
bridge grant from the state in June 2011.

Car Break-In on 
Kingsbury Road

A resident on Kingsbury Road lost $30 and 
a pair of sunglasses to a thief who broke into the 
resident’s unlocked Ford Mustang this week, police 
said.

The resident reported the break-in Sunday, 
July 20, saying the incident appears to have taken 
place overnight, said Norfolk Police Lieutenant Jon 
Carroll.

Police:  
Crash Victim Drunk

A 43-year-old Franklin woman appeared to be 
operating under the influence of alcohol when her 
car hit a tree on the portion of Route 115 known as 
North Street earlier this week, police said.

The woman lost consciousness after the crash 
and was taken to Norwood Hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries, said Norfolk Police Lieuten-
ant Jon Carroll.

The woman smelled of alcohol, her speech was 
impaired and police found several wine bottles un-
der the driver’s seat and in the back of her black 
2002 Kia Sport, Carroll said.

Police intend to charge her with operating un-
der the influence of alcohol, marked lanes violation, 
and driving with an expired license, Carroll said.

That’s Some Diet
A man stopped for an expired inspection sticker 

this week told a Norfolk police officer he was a man 
who actually weighs about 200 pounds more than 
he does, police said.

The 28-year-old Randolph man appeared to be 
hiding something when Detective Nate Fletcher 
came up to the car, said Norfolk Police Lieutenant 
Jon Carroll.

That something turned out to be a small amount 
of marijuana.

Since possession of less than an ounce of mari-
juana is no longer a crime in Massachusetts, it 
didn’t cause the driver as much trouble as what he 
did next.

He said he didn’t have his driver’s license with 
him but he claimed to be a 25-year-old man with 
the unlikely last name of “Excellent.” 

When Fletcher ran the name and date of birth 
that the man gave, a photo of a man came up on 
the computer in the police cruiser. But the photo 
showed a huge disparity in appearance between the 
driver, who weighs about 165 pounds, and the man 
the driver claimed to be, who weighs a lot more 
than that, Carroll said.

The driver turned out to be a man who had a 
suspended driver’s license and three default war-
rants, including one for refusing to identify him-
self.

The man was charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspended license, subsequent of-
fense; and being a motor vehicle driver refusing to 
identify himself to a police officer.

The incident took place at 6:13 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 20 on Rockwood Road.

This Isn’t The Way 
I Remembered Home

A resident on Fleetwood Drive returned home 
from the weekend to find nothing stolen but plenty 
of evidence of a break-in, police said.

access road. Lehan said the right pitch might persuade state offi-
cials to allow a way “that would create the funding source to be able 
to provide an access road.” 

Lehan suggested that Town Administrator Jack Hathaway could 
be authorized to make the approach to state officials, though he 
noted it’s a decision for the Norfolk School Building Committee. 

“What is the harm to making that approach?” Lehan said. 
Since school building projects often include generous budgets 

for contingencies, it’s not uncommon for school projects to come in 
under budget, which in the past has allowed school building com-
mittees in many towns to make substantial additions to a project as 
it nears completion. 

But Beth Gilbert, a member of the School Building Committee, 
noted during the ad hoc access road committee meeting this past 
Wednesday night that the building committee was planning to cut 
on the order of $1 million from the project late this week. “So the 
notion that there would be sufficient funds at the end of the proj-
ect, or at the beginning of the project, to commit to that is highly 
unlikely,” Gilbert said. 

Tomaszewski acknowledged the money problem alone could 
kill the access road. 

“I think our charter is to find is there a possibility of doing this. 
If we can’t, we can’t. One of the toughest things to do is find the 
$110,000,” Tomaszewski said. “… We don’t have $110,000 sitting 
around anywhere. So we’re going to have to be very creative in how 
we try to do something.” 

Access road committee members are also studying whether the 
frontage on Rockwood Road is wide enough, what the effect on 
public safety would be of building versus not building the access 
road, estimates of truck traffic from the construction project, the 
groundwater and water table in the area, and the costs and other 
practical considerations of maintaining the road. 

The committee includes a Boardman Street resident who sup-
ports the access road as a way to relieve pressure on Boardman 
Street and a Malcolm Street resident who opposes the access road 
over concerns on the effect to her home and neighborhood. 

The access road would go through Bicentennial Park between 
Norfolk Grange Hall and a home on Rockwood Road. 

Among the items committee members are studying are the im-
pact of an access road to the Grange and the home on Rockwood 
Road; and the impact to homes on Boardman Street if the access 
road isn’t built. 

Town officials for the most part are in favor of at least a tem-
porary access road during construction, chiefly out of concerns for 
safety. 

Robert Bullock, the town’s building commissioner, said during 
the access road committee meeting that an access road is needed 
during construction because of the tremendous amount of material 
coming onto the site. 

“I’ve expressed from the beginning that I think there’s going to 
be a lot more traffic than a lot of people realize through this neigh-
borhood,” Bullock said. 

He estimates that close to 22,000 yards will be brought onto 
the site just for the building and 4,000 to 8,000 yards for the septic 
system. 

“You’re talking about an awful lot of material that’s going to be 
coming into this site,” Bullock said. “The tractor trailer trucks are 
going to be coming in pretty much nonstop at least for the first few 
months. So given that — and these trucks are going to be rumbling 
past all the classrooms — I think it would behoove us to get it away 
from the school as much as possible, even though the construction 
of this is going to be right up tight to the back section of the school 
anyways. But there’s a lot of material to be brought in there. And 
to be bringing it all through that neighborhood I think is going to 
be excessive.” 

Remo “Butch” Vito, the town’s public works director, said he ex-
pects the “hundreds and hundreds” of trucks needed for the school 
project would worsen the condition of Boardman Street and also 
jeopardize the old water main that runs under the street. 

“I think the deterioration of Boardman Street might be speeded 
up by this project, and then that’s going to be a cost back to the 
town to repair it when it’s all done,” Vito said. 

The next meeting of the ad hoc access road committee is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Thursday, August 5. 

The committee is expected to meet a third and final time in mid-
August to finalize findings and recommendations to selectmen. 

Town officials are hoping to make a decision about the access 
road in time to include it or rule it out for contractors bidding on 
the school project, which they hope gets under way in earnest in 
October. The new elementary school is projected to open in Sep-
tember 2012.

Access Road Feasibility 
Under Study

Access Road, From Page 1


